CALL  NO  MAN  HAPPY

who now want to go home ... These workmen, however, are
urgently needed to dig trenches, and it is hoped the King's prestige
will make them stay/

'All right,1 Monsieur Poincare said resignedly. 'But it's ridiculous
for me to wait in this station. Can't the itinerary be extended a
little?'

'Alas, no, Monsieur le President, because police measures have-
already been taken along the appointed route.'

'Very well! Then we'll go slowly, but let's get off!'

The General seized me by the shoulders:

'Let's get off! Good Lord, let's get off!' he cried.

I had almost gained the prescribed quarter of an hour and we set
off Above us wheeled the Stork Squadron, on watch above the
leaders of the two nations.

During the latter part of the war Abbeville was bombarded by
German aeroplanes every night that was clear enough. We had anti-
aircraft guns, but they never hit anything. Never were attacks more
uniform. About ten o'clock in the evening a cannon would sound
the alerte. Twenty minutes later one heard the broken-winded
whine of the German bombers. Flares illuminated the town and the
nearby munitions depots. There would be a quarter of an hour of
pyrotechnics. Then it was over for that night. 'People went to see
the craters which were sometimes very large; the dead, few in
numbers, were counted; and everyone went to sleep with his mind
at rest. After the break-through in the Fifth Army Front the attacks
at times became heavier and we tried sleeping in the suburbs and
returning te work in the morning. But this was exhausting and
uncomfortable and the General Staff soon got tired of it. Surprise
plays a large part in any fear of danger; as soon as it's well known,
familiarity puts an end to fear and laziness to precautions.

I was entitled to a leave at regular intervals. I spent the first one
in Paris in the little apartment in the Rue Ampere. It was spoiled
by an indefinable and distressing feeling of uneasiness. As might
easily have been foreseen, Janine alone in Paris and so beautiful had
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